FEMA 2014 Individual and Community Preparedness Awards Announcement
Outstanding Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Initiatives: MOCERT1 (Southwestern Missouri
Regional CERT) (MO)

WASHINGTON – The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) today announced the winners of the 2014 FEMA
Individual and Community Preparedness Awards, recognizing the outstanding efforts of individuals, programs and
organizations throughout the country working to prepare their communities for emergencies. MO CERT 1 was awarded
the Outstanding Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Initiative.
MOCERT1 (MO)
Region D of Missouri has formed the first regional CERT in the state. Called MOCERT1 within the state, this new concept
incorporates the region’s city and county CERT personnel, equipment, and assets into one regionally deployable team.
This provides the strength and flexibility of a larger pool of personnel with more assets and equipment than any single
local CERT would have available. The team developed its own standard operating procedures for how MOCERT1
assembles, deploys and operates on scene, as well as command staff titles and position descriptions. MOCERT1 received
a special request to send a team to Moore, Oklahoma, to help the community following the devastating tornado. In May
2014, another out‐of‐state request asked MOCERT1 to deploy to Baxter Springs, Kansas, to assist with debris removal
and to help individual homeowners whose properties were damaged or destroyed but were uninsured. The team also
worked with the Miami, Oklahoma Church of Christ to repair roofs of uninsured homes through funding and other
assistance provided by the church.
This concept provides for the coordination, development, and maintenance of the community effort with resources to
assist the local government with a broad range of human services that fall into the CERT mission. These include but are
not limited to: Mass Care and Sheltering, locating missing persons, light search and rescue, outdoor search and rescue,
triage and treatment areas, case management, etc.
MO CERT 1 is comprised of teams from: Christian County, Lawrence County, Webster County, Greene County, Polk
County, McDonald County, Newton County, Stone County and the City of Branson. MO CERT was stated in 2011.
For More information Contact:
Phil Amtower, Task Force Leader, MO CERT 1
Director, Christian County Emergency Management
Office: 417‐581‐2126
Cell: 417‐209‐5535
Email: philamtower@christiancountymo.gov
Paul Harkins, MO CERT 1 Operations
City of Branson CERT
Branson Fire Department
Cell: 417‐230‐2875
Email: Firecapt711@gmail.com
Linda Barger, MO CERT 1 Logistics
Assistant Director, Christian County Emergency Management
Office: 417‐581‐2126
Cell: 417‐380‐6152
Email: lindabarger@christiancountymo.gov

You can watch the live feed
streaming from the event.
The event will be viewable live at
www.whitehouse.gov/live.
A YouTube video of the event will be
available afterwards.
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2014 Individual and Community Preparedness Award Winners Announced
WASHINGTON – The Federal Emergency Management Agency (FEMA) today announced the winners of the 2014 FEMA
Individual and Community Preparedness Awards, recognizing the outstanding efforts of individuals, programs and
organizations throughout the country working to prepare their communities for emergencies.
“Strong emergency management requires teamwork, community engagement, innovation and strong relationships at all
levels before disasters occur,” FEMA Administrator Craig Fugate said. “This year, we recognize individuals and
organizations that exemplify this approach, and I congratulate them on their dedication to make our nation stronger and
safer.”
This year’s honorees developed and implemented innovative tools, programs and resources, which provided
opportunities for a wide variety of stakeholders to make their communities better prepared and more resilient. Some
examples include:
 The Mississippi State University Extension Service launched the Mississippi Youth Preparedness Initiative
(MyPI), a grassroots effort to train and educate approximately 3,500 teens annually about emergency
preparedness. Participating youth also completed service projects to prepare families in their communities for
disaster.
 The Delaware State Citizen Corps Council, Partnerships in Assistive Technologies, and the Massachusetts
Department of Public Health’s Office of Preparedness and Emergency Management supported the
development of smartphone apps to enhance communications between professional responders and people
with disabilities and others with access and functional needs.
 The Smyrna Emergency Management Agency in Georgia became the nation’s first municipality to participate in
America’s PrepareAthon!, conducting a community‐wide tornado drill involving 200 businesses.
 The New York City Office of Emergency Management’s Ready New York for Seniors Program conducted
approximately 200 presentations to more than 8,000 older Americans living in the city.
This year’s winners of FEMA’s Individual and Community Preparedness Awards are:
 Outstanding State Citizen Corps Council Initiatives: Delaware State Citizen Corps Council (DE)


Outstanding Community Emergency Response Team (CERT) Initiatives: MOCERT1 (Southwestern
Missouri Regional CERT) (MO)





Outstanding Local Citizen Corps Council Initiatives: Albany County Citizen Corps (NY)
Outstanding Achievement in Youth Preparedness: The Mississippi Youth Preparedness Initiative (MyPI) (MS)
Community Preparedness Heroes: Lieutenant Brian K. Rand (MA) and the Coalition for the Upper South Platte
(CUSP) (CO)
Awareness to Action: Do 1 Thing (MI)
Technological Innovation: Partnerships in Assistive Technologies (PATHs, Inc.) (WV)
Survivor Empowerment and Integration: Massachusetts Department of Public Health, Office of Preparedness
and Emergency Management (MA)
Fourth Annual Recipients of the John D. Solomon Whole Community Preparedness Award: Smyrna Emergency
Management Agency (GA) and New York City Office of Emergency Management: Ready New York for Seniors
(NY)






FEMA received more than 230 applications for the Individual and Community Preparedness Awards from public, private,
tribal and nonprofit organizations as well as from individuals. Leadership from the National Oceanic and Atmospheric
Administration (NOAA), the International Association of Emergency Managers (IAEM), the National Emergency
Management Agency (NEMA), the American Red Cross, Target and FEMA selected winners from among applicants from
43 states, the District of Columbia and Puerto Rico.
The eleven recipients of FEMA’s Individual and Community Preparedness Awards will be recognized at a ceremony being
held during National Preparedness Month in Washington, D.C. During the ceremony, recipients will share their
perspectives, insights, experiences, success stories and lessons learned with fellow emergency management leaders.
More information on this year’s award recipients, along with details on the honorable mentions, is available at
www.ready.gov/citizen‐corps/citizen‐corps‐awards.
http://www.fema.gov/news‐release/2014/09/03/fema‐honors‐achievement‐community‐preparedness

